Newsletter from Sue Moorcroft

Hi Everyone,

Hope that you had a good summer. In fact, hope you got a summer!
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Something lovely and quite unexpected has happened – I’ve been offered the opportunity to become a columnist for Girlracer.co.uk. My column is going to be a mix of Formula 1 news and my opinions on it, with a soupcon of my writing world thrown in for fun. Can’t wait! It will begin at the next race weekend, 8-10 October 2010.
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This is great because a) it gives me the excuse to watch F1 and call it ‘work’ b) I want to write a book set in the world of F1 and this is going to be a big boost to my research (and if you have contacts if F1 and think you could get them to talk to me – please email me!) c) it’s a new writing experience, which is always good. 

November 1 will be a busy day because it’s publication day for Want to Know a Secret? Publication day is always lovely and it will be twice as nice because Starting Over will come out in large print on the same day.
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And the audio versions of both Starting Over and All That Mullarkey have just come out, too.

Then, on November 15, One Summer in Malta is released in large print. This was originally a serial and something I loved writing because it took me to Malta in my heart if not in reality.

So, it’s a good time all round, really …

I’m working hard on my work-in-progress novel, currently called Love and Freedom. It’s set around Brighton and has an American heroine, in England to find her mum (or is she?). I’m enjoying my American, Honor, digesting the idiosyncrasies of England’s quaintest city, Brighton. And the idiosyncrasies of one of nearby Eastdean’s best kept secrets – Martyn Mayfair. The research for this book is great – I spent a couple of weeks in Connecticut in the summer and now I have to keep visiting the English seaside! A couple of weeks ago anyone on the undercliff at Rottingdean could have seen me doing the bonkers writer thing and running up a pebble beach to find out how difficult it is, running through an underpass to see how much noise it makes (and this from a woman who hates running), and taking loads of pix on my digital camera and recording my thoughts on the voice recorder of my phone. I love technology! 

I’ve also been involved in the launch of National Short Story Week, which is a brilliant initiative and there’s all kinds of info on their website if you like to write or read short stories. And they gave me free champagne, which I always find an endearing trait. Loads of judging work seems to be coming my way – Words With Jam shortlist will be landing in my inbox any day now and the H E Bates Award shortlist in November. And I continue to be the head judge at Writers’ Forum, which is a really great comp with publication and dosh for the top three stories each issue.

Events hoving over my horizon

October 9 2010, Derby Central Library, 10am-4pm, I'm leading a one day course on writing short stories for pleasure or profit. Book at any City Library or call 01332 641702 for more information.
October 21 2010, Girls’ Night In at Waterstones, The Arc Centre, Bury St Edmunds - I'm part of the Choc Lit Authors panel. Contact by phone  0843 290 8199 or E-mail: manager@burystedmunds-arc.waterstones.com
October 26 2010, a chick lit panel at Gant’s Hill Library, East London, 7.30pm-9.15pm, I'll be appearing along with Heidi Rice, Juliet Archer (Choc Lit) and Jean Fullerton. Call 020 8708 9274 for information.

You can book tickets for any of these events - hope to see you. 
Or, November 11 2010, you can tune in to BBC Radio Cambridgeshire to hear me in The Chat Room on the Sue Dougan Show.

All best wishes,
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